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“AT YOUR SERVICE™ 


HEN I want to discover something, I begin by 
reading up everything that has been done along 
that line in the past—that is what all the books in this 
library are for.”--Thomas A. Edison. 


Che Library Hoard 


Judge O. L. Wildermuth, President - - 1916 
Mrs. William R. Brown, Vice President - 1916 
Miss Annie Klingensmith, Secretary : - 1915 
Mrs. Cassius M. Greenlee - : - - 1916 
Mr. William Feder - - - - - 1915 
Mr. John B. Green . - - - - - 1916 
Mr. Richard Hotchkiss - - - - 1915 


Mr. John J. Wood, Hobart ‘Scenes 
Mrs. Fannie A. Werner, Hobart Township. 
Mr. William J. Williams, Calumet Township. 


or eaqPe &. 
Che Library Statt 
Louis J. Bailey, Librarian. 
Orpha Maud Peters, Assistant Librarian. 
Mabel Tinkham, Reference and Catalog Librarian. 
Mildred Gottlieb, Loan Librarian. 
Z. Grace Fisher, Tolleston Branch Librarian. 
Aidah Taylor, Froebel Branch Librarian. 
Mamie R. Martin, Emerson Branch Librarian. 
Dorothy Thomas, Hobart Branch Librarian. 
Florence Nelson, Miller Branch Librarian. 
Genevieve Michaely, Loan Assistant. 
Mary Kathryn Sharp, Reference Assistant. 
Dorothy Letherman, Catalog Assistant. 
Grace Hotchkiss, Chilaren’s Assistant. 
Anne Hotchkiss, Loan Assistant. 
Bessie Banks, Branch Assistant. 
Ida Mendenhall, Librarian’s Secretary. 
Jeanette Welter, Loan Assistant. 
Mary Holderman, Substitute Assistant. 
Lail Nieukirk, Apprentice. 
Regina Falevicz, Apprentice. 
Ross Centanne, Janitor. 
Mrs. Emma H. Kerr, Janitress. 
John Gaff, Hobart Janitor. 


Annual Summary 


The service rendered by the library may be expressed thus: 


Book circulation - - - - - - $317,142 
Readers enumerated - - - - - - 167,952 
Picture circulation - - - : - - 9.314 ' 
Music roll circulation - - - - - - 3,416 
Auditorium and club room use - - - - 6,548 

Total units of service : : : : : 504,372 

Total recorded service since Dec. 1, 1908 - 1,248,154 


The gain in service over 1913 was 79.7 per cent, and in book circu- 
lation alone a ga‘n of 55 per cent. Noteworthy features of the service 
for the year include the purchase of 300 music rolls for circulation, in 
connection with which the library offered a series of six free lecture 
recitals by William Braid White of Chicago using the new Steinway 
piano fitted with a Gulbransen player mechanism purchased during the 
year. The Gary School authorities turned over to the library for 
circulation 2,000 lantern slides. Besides these the library has 3,700 
mounted pictures, 600 stereographs and a large number of unmounted 
pictures. To aid in the distribution of books the Board purchased a 
Ford delivery car specially fitted for our service. A number of inter- 
esting exhibits were placed, chief among which was the loan of forty 
paintings and pastels by Will Henry Stevens of Vevay. Recitals, 
lectures or meetings were held in the auditorium or club room by 36 
different organizations. 


The work of the Reference department increased considerably and 
the telephone was much used for enquiries. The collection of unbound 
magazines was thoroughly checked up; 4,884 books and music rolls 
were catalogued in 1914, the main library catalog being brought to 
date for the first time and a beginning made upon the catalogs for the 
branches. The collection of 13,089 volumes of supplementary reading 
books had a circulation of 78,159; 163 visits were made to school build- 
ings for the purpose of effecting exchanges and aiding teachers; 2,381 
classes from the public schools, totalling 64,191 children, visited the 
libraries. A graded course in library instruction was devised for 
children in all grades from first through High School. The latter had a 
course of seven lectures with quiz, practice work and examination. 

The use of the library was extended to Calumet Township, petition 
circulated, oversubscribed and accepted by the Advisory Board so 
that in 1915 the library service will include Ross, Griffith and the re- 
mainder of the township. 


ITNERIOR, TOLLESTON BRANCH. 


TENTH PLACE, NEAR ROOSEVELT STREET 
Telephone 2166. 


Hours of opening: Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, 2 to 9 p. m. 
Circulation: 18,667; a gain of 2,954. Juvenile, 10,594; adult, 8,073. 
Registration: 1,060; juvenile, 625; adult, 435. 

Readers, 24,483. Number of volumes, 2,566, 


HE Tolleston Branch was opened in 1910 and has made good 
progress and accomplished much. It is located in a store room, 
central and convenient. Non fiction, foreign books and music rolls 
are supplied from the main library upon request. Classes from the 
Beveridge school visit the library regularly. Twenty-four classes are 


scheduled each week. 


All life is fluid—moving, ever progressing. We must learn to read 


while we run, to keep pace with progress. 


INTERIOR FROEBEL BRANCH 


FROESEL SCHOOL BUILDING, MADISON ST. AND 15TH AVE. 
Telephone 1786. 


Hours of opening: Week days, 9 a. m. to 5 p.m. Eveninces, Moncay, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 7 to 9 p. m. 
Circulation: 27, 296; juvenile, 21.829; adult, 5,467. 
Registration: 1,282; juvenile, 1,022; adult, 260, 
Readers, 17,942. Number of volumes, 2,685. 


T HE Frcebel Branch was opened in April, 1613. The room and 
furniture are provided by the school authorities, the books and at- 
tendants by the Library Board. The population of the district is over- 
whelming!ty foreign so that the greater part of the service is to child- 
ren, bubt it is a service exceedingly valuabte and greatly apprecia‘ed 
Books in English for foreigners are supplied libera'ly and in ccnnecticn 
with the night school classes much is accomplished. 21,195 pupil's 
visited the library in classes and through the lbrary instruction and 
assistance of the librarians a more orderly and intelligent use de 
veloped. 


The first essential to social betterment is not the better distributicn 
of wealth but the better distri! ution of knowledge—the foundation o7 
intelligence. 


HOBART PUBLIC LIBRARY 


BUILDING STATEMENT 
Gift of the Carnegie Corporation of New York, $16,000. 


Site, the gift of the Woman’s Reading Club of Hobart which raised 
$1,350 for its purchase. 


Architect, A. Frank Wickes. Contractor, Ingwald Moe.. 


Construction: English domestic type. Provision for main reading 
and lending room; social room, work, storage and boiler rooms and 
kitchenette. Hy-tex brick on hollow tile; quarry slate roof; hot 
water heat; oak finish; indirect lighting; brick terrace; leaded 
glass bay window. Size of building, 32 by 68 feet. 


Dedication, January 15th, 1915. Speaker, Mary Eileen Ahern of Chicago. 


EXPENDITURES FOR CONSTRUCTION. 


General contract - - - - - - $11,390.00 
Architect's fees - - - - - - 735.00 
Furniture - - - - . - - - 2,300.59 
Floor covering - - - - - - - 497.10 
Electric fixtures - - - - - - - 400.00 
Grounds - - - - - - - - 195.00 
Decoration - - - - - - - - 86.95 
Advertising, survey, curtains, hardware and 
miscellaneous” - - - - - - 395.36 
fe «© «+ st * + 16,000.00 


Choose well! Your choice is brief but endless. 
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INTERIOR HOBART LIBRARY 


FOURTH AND EAST STREETS, HOBART. 
Telephone 69. 


Hours of opening: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, 2 to 9 
p. m. Wednesday and Friday, 11:30 a. m. to 9 p. m. Sundays, 
2 to 6 p. m. 


Circulation: 21,925: adult, 12,674: juvenile, 9,251. 
Registration: 834; adult, 492; juvenile, 342. 


Readers, 9,396. Number of volumes, 1,700. 


O PENED January 5th, 1914, the work was carried on in a room 
13 by 19 feet in the little house remodeled for library purposes, 
located. on the library site. A subscription list of 40 periodicals, two 
reading tables and a thousand books made a good beginning possible. 

At East Gary, with the hearty co-operation of the school authorities, 
a circulating station of 600 books was established in the new school 
building. Open Mondays and Fridays for only an hour, 707 books 
were loaned after Octcber 12th. At the East Gary Postoffice, Mrs. 
Jay Lewis, the postmistress, conducts a library station which has done 
splendid work in loaning adult books. 


Relaxation lies in diversity of thought, not in cessation of effort. 


INTERIOR EMERSON BRANCH 


EMERSON SCHOOL BUILDING, GEORGIA AND 7TH AVE. 
Telephone 405. 


Hours of opening: Week days, 9 a. m. to 5 p.m. Evenings, Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 7 to 9 p. m. 
Circulation, 6,304. Registration, 274. 
Readers, 17,942. Number of volumes, 1,681. 


HE Emerson Branch was opened September 8th, 1914, in two 
rooms specially designed and equipped for the purpose by the 
school authorities. It is planned for a neighborhood and school library 
combined. Particular attention is given to High School wor. The grade 
pupils have a regular schedule for attendance in classes and library 


instruction is given them. A story hour is held every Saturday and 
is conducted by the class in story-telling from the English department. 
Evening school students are also a factor in the work. The first half 
of the year there was a library station in the school but the branch 
under trained attendants is of far greater value. The neighborhood 
use is gradually developing in importance. 


Who dares to teach must never cease to learn. 


MILLER PUBLIC LIBRARY 


CENTER ST., NEAR LAKE AVE., MILLER. 


Hours of opening: Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, 2 to 9 p. m. 
Circulation, 2,169. Registration, 268. 


Readers, 1,076. Number of volumes, 1,130. 


— HE Miller Library was opened November 14th, and so was open 
on'y twenty days in 1914. It is located in a house, next to the 
s-hool building, which was turned over for library use by the School 
Board of Miller. They also remodeled the interior and secured a quite 
convenient reading and lending space. Two rooms are provided for 
adult reading and lending, one for children and one for a game room. 
The last is much used by men and boys. Additional books in Swedish 
and German, non-fiction books and music rolls are obtained from the 
main library on request. The Miller school is served directly from the 


main library, as are all other schools in Hobart Township, 


The library holds its books in trust for you to use. They are 
useless on the ‘shelves. 


Summary of Statistics 


For the year ending Dec. 31, 1914 


Population served (estimate) 35,000. (1910 cen- 


sus, 19,943.) 


Circulating agencies, 12; non-circulating, 6; class 


rooms, 194. 


Library open 363 days. Open 85 hours weekly 


for reading and lending. 


Adult. 
Volumes Dec. 31, 1913...... 13,238 
Volumes added by purchase 3,963 
Volumes added by gift..... 663 
Volumes added by binding. 51 
Volumes withdrawn ........ 760 


Total volumes Dec. 31, 1914. 17,155 


Circulation of fiction ...... 76,563 
Circulation to schools ..... 
Total circulation ........... 121,746 


Cardholders registered, 1914 
Total cardholders Dec. 31,14 6,887 


Number of prints loaned, 9,314. 


Juvenile, Total. 
18,856 32,094 
9,028 12,991 


278 941 . 
51 
2,122 2,882 


26,040 43,195 


36,128 112,691 
78,159 78,159 
195,396 317,142 


4,116 
4,679 11,566 


Number of music rolls loaned, 3,416. 
Auditorium and club rooms use, 6,548. 
Reading room attendance, 167,952. 
Periodicals received, 252 titles, 372 copies. 


An idle book never loses in power; an idle man 


does. 


Financial Statement for 1914 


RECEIPTS 

Balance on hand January Ist, 1914........ $ 99 
ee ERI sii iwc sae ce 3 eRe Sra bo worce 29,925.82 
BORN “TE: 6 oa ccs bated dsc eR scien 3,288.88 
ee, DE ORS 5 66 kbs 6 Fes Ho ive Meester, 399.80 
TE, GE. cine veda sna wadewe Deb ehenu nA ua 18.10 
Gift, Carnegie Corporation ............... 11,155.00 

ME Ghd h 0S BORER RAE TORS ba oe 44,788.59 

EXPENDITURES 

DOES kietiuiscatuwacsa totems octwensu $ 5,939.60 
PE is écricmre andl cAs ceenks damionce 718.89 
OE sodcanm ons OAs S ea ON SMAAK REESE 999.08 
SN cies seen crs cenewewamian ean codon 9,897.10 
0 ea 1,386.90 
BE. vi Sp eben eters wrens cdandekbera sees 256.00 
Co i ee ee ee es 347.20 
pO ee Tee a ee 806.17 
Permanent improvements ................ 2,082.06 
TS isan ates cede co <4> CdR Ecce ay $25.50 
PONE go cn kn aw dam antwes teem ntimaescre 191.85 
Postage, express and drayage............. 370.78 
ED aie dices dummodvans ty Pmkw Cannes 48.27 
PE EN Shiai HA hbase te tind odins cneeneae 166.77 
Miscellaneous expenses ......... TT Teter 309.99 
Construction of Hobart building........... 11,154.27 
Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1915.............. 9,288.16 
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BENEFITS FROM BOOKS 


@ Books are the records of man’s accomplishments. 
They are the means by which each generation acquires 
the experience and inspirations of the generations that 
have passed, and lifts itself to a higher level. 


@In a world without books life would be intolerable. 


@In a world full of books, to live without books, is to 
exist with the animals. 


@ The weight of the world rests upon a pile of books. 
And strong books they are—for the weak ones are 


soon crushed. 


@ Banish books from the world and civilization would 
have to begin again—almost from where it started. 


@ Banish books from the life of the individual and that 
individual stays at the lowest level—never know- 
ing what sort of a place he lives in—and never catching 
a glimpse of the towering heights above. 


@ An appetite for good books is as necessary to the 
growth of mentality as is an appetite for good food to 
the growth of the body. 

@ Under his feet the reading man puts the printed rec- 
ord of what men have thought and done—and thereby 
gets his head up in the fog-free atmosphere of the ever- 
lasting morning—where only he finds that fair inspira- 
tion which impelsto big and true action. ** 


@ The man who reads is the man who leads. 
4 GLEN BUCK 


Courtesy of The Printing Art. 
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